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the spring of 1873 a number of Radicals won seats at
by-elections, and this was followed by the resignation
of the most conservative of the ministers, and a partial
reconstruction of the cabinet. Thiers himself was a
strong Conservative, but he did not believe in the pol-
icy of active resistance to the Radicals urged by the
Right, and hence the latter, on May 24, carried an
order of the day censuring the recent changes in the
ministry. Thiers at once resigned, and the Right elected
Marshal MacMahon in his stead.

The new President appointed a cabinet of a more
strictly conservative character, and placed at The presi-
its head the Due de Broglie, who had led the Maciahon.
attack against Thiers.   But this ministry also Theremain-
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did not represent any united party, and, in- term of the
deed, it would not have been possible for it Assembly.
to do so, because the parties had become so broken up
that no single group controlled a majority of the Assem-
bly. In fact, a year had hardly passed when the cabinet
was defeated by the votes of the Extreme Right, the
Left Centre, and the Left, on a question of the order
in which the Constitutional Laws should be considered.
Before those laws were completed two more ministries
had come in, each a trifle more liberal in composition
than the last, but neither of them able to command the
allegiance of a compact majority.

At last the constitution was adopted, and early in
1876 the first Senate and Chamber of Depu- The firgt
ties  were  elected;1  the  former  being  still ^consti-6
controlled by the Right, while in the latter tution'

1 The seventy-five life senators had been chosen in December, 1875.